quires 








Come to God s own temple, 
come, 

Raise the song of harvest- 
home. 

—Alford 
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Tannery 

Everything is rumor with no 
concrete facts locally to re¬ 
port but the status of the 
Mariinton Tannery is an un¬ 
easy one. The 150 or more jobs 
are a vital part of our economy 
and we know we express the 
hopes of our County that this 
plant. International Shoe Com¬ 
pany's only remaining sole 
leather, tannery will continue 
in operation. 
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a panther, and treed it in a lofty pine near the suinnii 
of the river ridge, about opposite Friel’s. He shot tl e 
animal, left it where it fell to be attended to later on, 
and then hurried away on his sorrowful duty, canoeing 
the river at high tide. The body of the drowned 
neighbor was found stranded on a large rock, that is 
still pointed out not very far below the mouth of the 
creek. 

When Mr Moore died, his remains were taken to the 
Duftield grave yard. His faithful wife survived him a 
few years, and then was carried to rest by his side, 
where they are now sleeping the years away, in hope 
of a blessed resurrection. May they stand in their lot 
at the end of the days. 


LEVI MOORE 

One hundred years ago, one of the most widely 
known citizens in the region now embraced by Poca¬ 
hontas and Bath counties, was Levi Moore, Senior, a 
native of Wales. He was the pioneer of Frost, and 
came to there some time previous to the Revolution, 
and was among the first to make a permanent settle¬ 
ment. The lands he settled now owned by the Gib¬ 
sons, Sharps and others. His wife was Susannah Crist 
and he first settled in Pennsylvania, where he lived 
until his family, two sons and two daughters were born 
and the older ones nearly grown. 

Hannah Moore was marrried to Robert Gay, the an¬ 
cestor of the Gay relationship, so frequently alluded to 
in these papers. 
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From Mrs Jolm Simmons and Mrs Mary Jane'Moore 
we learn the following particulars: 

Sally Moore became Mrs John Smith, one of the 
first permanent settlers of the Edray district, near the 
bead of Stony Creek, of whom special mention is 
made. 

George Moore was at the notable wedding when Ja¬ 
cob Slaven and Miss Eleanor Lockridge were married 
near Driscol. The tradition is that a practical joke 
was played by one James Brindley, at which the horse 
took fright, ran off, and the rider’s head struck a pro¬ 
jecting fence stake and was instantly killed. George 
Moore lived a while on the land now held by Abram 
Sharp, but sold to John Sharp and went to Kentucky. 

3 was back on a visit when his sudden death occurred 
ns just mentioned.. 

Levi Moore, Junior, was a person of marked promi¬ 
nence in county affairs. In person he was six feet 
eleven inches in height, and well proportioned. He was 
a member of the Virginia legislature and was on the 
commission to locate the court-house, and selected a 
site near where George Baxter, county surveyor, now 
lives. His first marriage was with Miss Nancy Sharp, 
daughter of William Sharp, the Huntersville pioneer, 
and lived on the Moore homestead. In reference to 
their children the following items are recorded: 

Rebecca Moore was married to Leonard Irvine, on 
Back Creek, and lived at the brick house where the 
road to Frost leaves the Back Creek road. Levi Irvine 
was killed in an accident; Lizzie Irvine wns married to 
Henry Coffee, of Augusta County, Va.; Cornelia Irvine 
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was married to William Gardner and settled in Web¬ 
ster County; Wilton Irvine married Kate McCarty, 
daughter of George McCarty, and settled on Little 

Back Creek; Susannah Irvine was married to Cyrus 
Kelley on Little Creek; and there is a son, Herron 

Irvine. 

Margaret Moore was married to Eli McCarty aild 
lived near Laurel Run. Her daughter, Margaret 
McCarty, married the late John Simmons and lived on 
the homestead. Her brother, Paul, died in the west. 

Martha Moore, another daughter of Hon Levi Moore, 
Junior, was married to the late Rev John Waugh, of 
Indian Draft. Her children were Levi, Beverly, John, 
Samuel, Miriam, Ann and Eveline. Joseph B. Me- 
Neel, on Bucks Run; Rev John W. Me Neel, a minis 
ter of the Baltimore Conference, are her grand-children. 

Andrew Moore married Rebecca Waugh, daughter 
of Samuel Waugh, in the Hills, and settled on Knapps 
Creek, thence moved to the head of Stony Creek, and 
finally located in Jackson County. He was noted for 
his skill in forecasting the seasons and weather. 

Levi Moore, the third, went to Nebraska where it is 
reported he amassed a large fortune in the fur trade. 
Having no family of his own, he adopted his nephew, 
John Moore one of Andrew’s sons. 

The Hon Levi Moore’s second marriage was with 
Mary McCarty, daughter of Timothy McCarty, a Rev¬ 
olutionary veteran, and the ancestor of the widely ex¬ 
tended McCarty relationship in our county. 

Rachel Moore, a daughter of this marriage, became 
the wife of James Sharp, on Thorny Creek, and mi- 
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grated to Iowa. 

Susannah Crist Moore, another daughter, was mar¬ 
ried to Stephen Hadden, and also went to Iowa. 

Mrs Mary Jane Moore, the third daughter, makes 
her home with her daughter, Mrs Matilda Moore, near 
Mt Zion Church. 

George Moore, the youngest son, was about as tall 
as his father. He spent some years in the west. He 
returned to Pocahontas about 1841, and was a pupil at 
the first session taught in the Pocahontas Academy, at 
Hillsboro, in 1842. The Rev Joseph Brown was 
Principal. He had the profession of medicine in view 
and was studious to a fault in his efforts to qualify him¬ 
self. Mr Brown took much interest in the quiet and 
exemplary student, so intensely anxious for intellect¬ 
ual improvement. After all his hard labor, the young 
man was seized with pulmonary disease, aggravated by 
his close application to books, and died at the home of 
his sister, Mrs Rebecca Irvine, on Back Creek. The 
writer remembers him well, and he feels the pathos of 
“the Epitaph” in Gray’s “Elegy of a Country 
Churchyard. ” 

Levi Moore, Senior, located 575 acres of a “British 
survey on, the headwaters of Knapps Creek. After 

the Revolutiun new requirements were made in order 

to secure permanent possession. It was to pay a re¬ 
quisite fee, a warrant would be laid, and a patent 
granted by the federal government. The new papers 
are dated 1798, and attested by Henry Grimes and 
Allen Poage, and signed by James Madison, Governor 
of Virginia. 
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Previous to this survey George Poage had laid a 
warrant on two thousand acres, which would have in¬ 
cluded the 575 acres claimed by the Moores. At first 
the Moores contested for the British right, but when 
they found such was not valid they then availed them¬ 
selves of the provision authorizing exchange of war¬ 
rants. Levi Moore, Junior, appears in this new ar¬ 
rangement as assignee of Levi Moore, Senior, for 
lands adjoining the lands of Aaron Moore, who was 
living at that time on the Herold place. So when a 
warrant held elsewhere was exchanged for the warrant 
on the land adjoining Aaron Moore, was agreed upon 
by Poage and Levi Moore, it came about that when 
the patent was applied for, George Poage stated the 
fact that there had been an exchange of warrants, and 
at Poage's request the title for 575 acres was vested in 
Levi Moore, Junior, as assignee of Levi Moore, Sr. 

This transaction is interesting and instructive, as 
showing the spirit of the times, and how business 
men acted on the principles of an enlightened and pure 
conscience. So far as the letter of the law went, 
Poage could have held the 575 acres, with all the im¬ 
provements and good qualities of the land; yet within 
his breast there was the higher law of a conscience 
void of offense toward God and man, and he keeps 
his fellow citizen from suffering from the mistake he 
made when he relied on the validity of British right, 
which had been declared null and void by the results 
of the Revolution. At the time, the warrant elsewhere 
bore no comparison, in real value, to the warrant for 
the lands adjoining the lands of Aaron Moore. 


le 
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The golden rule comes in, and an enlightened con¬ 
science decides the matter. The spirit did right when 
the letter of the law would have been a shield for rob¬ 
bery. It makes us feel proud of our pioneer people to 
catch glimpses of what manner of men they were. 

It is a sad day for any generation or family relation¬ 
ship to have it said of them that, like potatoes, the 
“best parts of them are in the ground.” 

The record of this transaction is carefully preserved, 
and may be consulted time and again in the future as a 
testimony of what it is to be fair and square. 


JOHN MOORE 

“Pennsylvania” John Moore is represented by a 
worthy posterity, and deserves special mention as one 
of the Pocahontas Pioneers. He was among the im¬ 
migrants from Pennsylvania, and as there were several 
John Moores, the soubriquet 4 ‘Pennsylvania” was and 
is attached to his name. Upon his marriage with Mar¬ 
garet Moore, daughter of Moses Moore, scout, hunter, 
and pioneer, John Moore settled and opened up the 
place now occupied by David Moore, near Mount Zion 
Church, in the Hills. Their family consisted of three 
sons aud eight daughters. 

Martha Moore became Mrs John Collins, and lived 
in Upshur County, West Virginia. 

Jennie lived to bo grown and died of cancerous 

affection. 

Nancy Moore was married to Peter Bussard, and 

they had their home near Glade Hill. 
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LEWIS ARMSTRONG YEAGER, 


BORN SEPT lO. 1878 —DIED DEC. 10 , 1906 , 
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Ti-woo Malmedy, 1e 18-04-200 i 


Mr Llovd KisiiC! 
P R Box 246 
DURBIN 
26264 W.V 
US.A. 


Dcai Sir, 


I am sending old photos of tile village of FORET and of Louis FECI HR and Iris 
wife 


1 hope you will recognize Ihe house where yon were living in 1944, 

Your photos make me happy. 

I thank you foi all informal ion you give me through your niece. Madam Doreen 
J hate in i in format ion about Mimi Brisco, but researches continue 
I thank you for all 

lj ym have am questions ask to me 1 
find blew you 



Joseph Pot hen 
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&-4960 Wrl&KgD'fy Malmedy .17-0 l-20m 

Mr Lloyd Kisner 
\> B Box 246 
Durbin WV 2626-1 
U S A 


Dea r Sir, 


I am very happv you are siitl in good health 

Your nephew. C Frick son Jr gave me vour address b\ « Interne! » 

Did you remember when you came in my parents's home, four or live days hefuie the 
arnval of the American army on September i I 

Before that, you ware hiding in the home of Louis Fechir in the village of Foret 
Louis Fdchir was a cousin of my mother 

During the withdrawal of the german army, the S.S, attacked Belgian Resistant fighters 
m the village of Foret Then Louis Fechir came with you and an other G 1 in Saint Hadelin 
where I was living. You ware sleeping in the bedroom of my parents 1 At that time, you wrote 
your name in a little note-book I have kept till today ’ 

l enclose a copy of the page where you wrote your name and the photo taken m the 
beginning September AA On the photo 1 was 16 l am now 72 ' 1 ' 

I am looking forward to haring for you ' 

Was your \i 26 shoot down by enemy airkraft or enemy arm aircraft 0 
Can you explain me wath happened after you were shot down 
How did voti come to Louis Fcchu s house ,J 
Do you know the name of the othei airman on the photo ’ 

Is he still living ? 

I hope to receive a photo or you 
I am very happy to had found you againO 
I shall write u» in the coining days or weeks 


Sincerely your 



|»agc 1 «t ' 


Doroan 


From "POTHEN Joseph" 

lo: ‘Wtfney Jay” <py&am@r«uTnedia fie!* 

Sont. Tuesday, December Q4, 2GG1 11 24 AM 

Si i bj#Ct Un^le Hahney 

Hear Madam, 

Your latest letter make me very happy when I learn good news concerning \our unci 
Dabney. 


My wife and I senL to you all our host wishes tor 2002. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 


Yesterdays my wife and I were going to the SHAPE {Supreme Headquarters Alik 
Powers Europe) in Mons, 230 km from Malmedy. Every years, the City of Maimed 
offers a Christmas tree from our forests to the SHAPE, We were part ot the offioi 
delegation. 


Since the terrorist attack on New York, the control to go in this center is very strict. 


We have had the opportunity to visit the Child Development Center Briefing: a splend 
\merican center for children from ft months to 5 years. 


1 tur delegation was presented to the SACEUR (the hig boss), the general U. 
K ALSTON. (4 stars) 


M 1 h,00, our Mayor and the SACEUR have illuminated the Christmas tree. 

Ml the days: aperitifs, receptions, aperitifs, receptions ... Super!!! 

! am now preparing the ceremony at the monument of Baugnez (Malmedy) where ! 
( i Vs were killed by the German SS on December 17 1944. 

Sincerely Joseph 


i 2 4 2tx 






Pago l d ' 


Doreen 



From: "POTHEN Joseph" 

To; "Widney Jay" ^jaysam®neum*dia ne^ 

Sent: Sunday, August 5$, 2001 5 41 AM 

SubjmH; Unde Dabney 

Dear Madam Doreen, 


During the holidays months I did not receive any new pieces of information 


concerning 


your uncle. 

However [ have discovered the young girl your uncle calls Mimi . uith 
whom he learned a few French words. 

I called up this person; she very well remembers her airmen friends Lloyd and 
Andy. This lady has forgotten nothing of that already far away era. She was 
happy to know how I succeeded in tracking up your uncle. She swishes you to 
say a friendly "Hello" to your uncle and assure him of her good memories. 


Your friendly. 


Joseph 

I think pilots used to give names to their planes. Can your uncle remember the 
names o f his planes and, more particulary, the name of the plane with which 
lie crashed in Belgium?- 




\1 aimed), ic <17-02 2'^l 


Hear M liter Kisner 

t 

I »m very glad to know you art. 1 in good health 

Do you remember when you ware in my pa rents 's home 1 



My Tat her died in 1982(85 years old) 

My mother died in 1991 {91 years old) 

.VIy grand -mother died in 1975 {99 years old) 

My aunt died in I9g5 (82 years old) 

On this photo ! was 16 \ Now I am 72. 

fn 1952 1 gut married with Marie-Louise, We have .1 sons, one doughtcr and 8 grandchildren 
J was principal of tin schools ofour town. (Malmedy Belgium) 

I am retired since 1985, 

M> *. ihb> r the study of the Battle of the Bulge 


h " ' " l km,Vt the name of your companion ? Js he still in live ? I think his lirsi name was 
Andre or Andy{ ?). 

fit-lore you lame m my purenis's home, you ware in the home of LOUIS FECH1R in the 
village ofhOKI 1 

[ 1 1 [' H,f - ,UkA ltl |,J7? < years old), [[is wife died lit 1960 (67 years old). His son 

Mf Of AS died in 1996 Marie (78) and Celine (76). the dougthers of Louis FECHLR live 
uj 1800/ a town rtear h'ORl .'I 

I x-huukl meetvc ime pJmloofymt. Is it possible 7 

) Y on .1 iiin you ill I h.m* Min r 1 Jiiug tune 
• 1 >. uir my \ ngInto 

Srotcrdy, 


\ 

Joseph Potlwn 
Mir k*\ Ritthcs 8 
H 49f»0 Maimed \ 

Belgium 
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Subjects Fw; Concerning! Lloyd Kbner 

Omc: (No, ot invalid, date.) 

From: "Doreen" <jayMrn@ncumcdia.net> 

Ta; "bcefcy iind fred" <bfhcnton@yahoa.com> 

CC: "cathy" <comdorl^f^access.mouniain.neP b , "Irank&robin" <fimnams(a)iiCUOicdia,nel>* 
"franny" ^^nianis(«)wvu.cdu> 


Becky are quitting some info* I talked to Carol Erickson and she said sh« has n 
Sam 
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Pate: Thursday, January 18, 2001 01;54:38 
From; POTHER Joseph 
To: jaysam&neumedla .net 
Subject: Concerning Lloyd Kianez 


Madame Widney, 

I am very happy to find again your uncle Mr Lloyd Kioner, 

In may 1944 after bombing an bridge In Li&ge (Belgium), his aircraft was shot: 
down. Fortunately, your oncle was not killed in the crash of his fl-25, I do 
't fcnow how he came in the house of Mr Louis F&chir in the village of FORET 
near Liege (Belgium), 

■r. September 6 or 7, S3 of the German army attacked Belgian Resistant 
figthters in FORET. 

.-.ekly houis FECH1R took two airmen (Lloyd Kisne r and an unlcnowj and came in 
my parent’s home in Saint-Hadclin (4 miles from FORET), Louis FECHIR was d 

. ;n of my mother. It was very dangerous to protect American soldiers during 
the war! 

.■ - -•*•• sleeping in Che bedroom of my parents. He wrote hi^ name in an 
note book 1 have kep till todays. At that time I have the opportunity to take 
*- pn-ito of t.he first American i met in my live and before the withdrawal of 
The german army.' 

1,1 ¥ s later, our libt-rators, the American Army, got to Saint-ffadeJ in. Mr 
• ir> i his companion got back to the American Army. 

A ' '■ *' ' - l 16. I have never forget aii what heppened in I9'J4-1945. 

Tfcan* you for what you did for m*. 


f t. «-cuw my English 


Joseph Pothen 
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Dear Mister Kisner 




My father died in 1982 (85 years old) 

My mother died in 1993 (91 years old) 

My ^rand mother died in 1975 (99 years old) 

My aunt died in 1985 (82 years old) 

■ this photo I was 16 ! Now 1 am 72, 

i:. : lJ 52 i got married with Maric-Louise. We have 3 sons, one daughter and 8 grandchildren 
j was principal of the schools of our town. (Malmedy - Belgium) 

I am retired since 1985. 

M ■ h*. »bby is the study of the Battle of the Bulge, 

; . know the name of your companion ? Is he still in live? I think his first name was 

Andre or Andy( ?). 

3f^ ‘ ei y.ii came in my parents*s home, you ware in the home of LOUIS FECHIR in the 

village of FORET 

■ - ' ItJK dud in 1975 ( K4 years old). His wife died in 1960 (67 years old). His son 

: 1 m 1996, Marie (78) and Celine (76), the dougthers of Louis FECI HR, live 
i:. I RtJO/ ,i town near FORET. 

! > r. ! rn ctvc one photo of you. Is it possible ? 

I jMtti a •! ■ «mirnt t tuvr Mnee long time. 

Cl Uttar my J ngltth) 

Sintorrly, Joseph Rot hen 

Sur k*s Retches K 
It 496<) Malmedy 
Belgium 



I am very glad to know you are in good health. 

Do you remember when you ware in my parents^ home ? 



VS fjUwT- im granJ-niolhcrmt"- ( ?> my mother - >ou lAy cousin and his sister - my aim 
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Malmedy. k 14-09*2001 


Mr L.Kisner 
PB Box 246 
DURBIN 
W.V. 26264 
US A 


Dear Sir, 


The C R B.A. (Center of Research on the Battle of the Bulge) has the honor of 
ending you the enclosed diploma for the part you played in the victory of the Allied troop 
during the WWll 


This diploma is reserved, usually, to the soldiers that fought during the Battle of 
the Bulge but we send it to you as an exceptional mark of sympathy and gratefulness 


With my sincere and friendly congratulations 



hndosed you will find information on the activities of the CRIB A 



C.R.I.R. A. 

Center of Research and Information 


on the Battle of the Bulge. 

The five fellers C.R.I.BA stand for "Centre de Reehcrches el d’l informations sur la Batadle des 
Ardennes" which means 'X ‘enter of Research and Information on the Battle of the Bulge" 

This association, founded in March' I*>80. is a non-profit, a non-political and non-philosophical 
organization. 

I 

It seems necessary to say a tew words about the origins of C R 1 R A 

The Commemoration of tile J Anniversary' of the Battle of the Bulge brought together two men who 
developed a keen interest for the history of a period they had well know n They talked about the supposed 
attack by the German panzers of an American gasoline dump near Stavelot. This attack was put on the 
screen by Ken Aimakin iti a beautiful and very sensational film "The Battle of the Bulge' 1 with such 
marvelous actors as Telly Savalas and Henri Fonda, But, eventually, the story of the gasoline dump is a 
mere legend 

For these two history lovers, it seemed absolutely necessary to restore the TRUTH and gel rid of such 
misleading legends. So by common consent, they decided to organize meetings and debates for people 
v. ho were interested in the history of the Battle known in the US A as the "BATTLE OF THE BULGE" 

IH A n ‘b om to be born with the following goats 

l lo get together all those who are interested by the events of the Winter 1944 - B>4^ in the 
ARDENNES, remembering the words of a famous Spanish writer. Salvador de Madariaga 
11 lOSi: Wl 10 FORGET THE EVENTS OF THE PAST ARE CONDEMNED TO LIVE THEM 

AGAIN" 

in collect documents, pictures, testimonies from soldiers and civilians to establish a detailed 
t < u mental ton on the Battle of the Bulge 

I nit- tm our fellow-citizens and perpetuate the memory of the sacrifices of the soldiers and the 
■ n Particularly young people, who didn’t know the war must learn that sometimes in your 
^ou have to take a rcspoiwilnluy like thousands of young Americans did because they knew 
Put freedom i\ one of the most valuable thing for countries and human beings 

* To help preserve historical data and sues 

AtHghcrf god it lo organize contacts with U .ti Vcleiniw Fully aware of the awful consequences 
di«l • rwioful German counter attack m December I ^44 would have meant for us. Belgians, we 
m* in%k«n« id ttpnn our sympathy and gratefulness to the Allied Veterans of die Battle 

* l,. *ite*r fin, tf>*Mi the uiiM Hi tm< a, the devotion to dut\ and the valor of those who lived that 



! Wo hold a monthly meeting iri 1 icge where every member is welcome We pm together the 
results of our research^ and of our activities Very often, there is a lecture or a debate on a subject 
of the battle and sometimes a film 

2 We publish a three-monthly newsletter in french. It includes articles on the battle, accounts on 
activities, ceremonies and meetings, interviews of soldiers and civilians and comments on books 
or documents. 

We participate in cultural events and exhibitions on the "Battle of the Bulge" We have taken part 
m radio and T V programs on the Belgian waves Our association has contributed to a five houi 
film produced by die Belgian T,V. for the 40 th Anniversary of the Battle. That film was given the 
Award "Antennes de Cristal" for the best Belgian documentary film of the vear 

4 We take part in all ceremonies reminding the Ardennes Campaign but especially in the 
ceremonies of Memorial Day in Belgium with wreath laying at the American Military Cemeteries 
in La Neuville-cn-Condroz and also Henri-Chapel Ic but also in Baugncz (Malmody massacre). 
War is over, years have passed. Time restored to health souls and bodies. Houses were rebuilt 
The tough Ardennes people went throught the anguishes of the fightings and horrors of the war. 
But we have not forgotten the price for our freedom. Thousands of little white crosses lined up 
in the American Military Cemeteries of La Neuvillc and Hcnri-ChapeUc arc testimony for history 
and for men of the uolent fightings on the Ardennes Theater of Operation. Even year, wc 
remember and go there to fay a wreath and pay our respects to the memory of our proud 
liberators 

' Finally, one of our most important activity is the welcome to American Veterans who come back 
to the battlefields. We help them finding villages, houses, crossroads, aid stations and even their 
own foxholes. Sometimes, wc have American families who arc coming for a pilgrimage to the 
country w here they lost a loved one. Sometimes, we accompany groups and u y to show them 
places of particular interest. Very often we take smaller groups or individuals to the specific 
places tho went to visit. 

* - r letter f r °m Americans friends make us believe that we are successful 
s r - s • nlJ kv us tee I happy and arc an incentives cncuuiagement to go on. 

? * itnt i" u iy o few word s about pur members. 

VUH) ARI THEY ’ 

1 ir ’ f IK vvho h * vc known the war are more interested in the ston of the Battle of the Bulee 
than -nan people s 


: ■ m 11 ' " J1 members ate Young people who were not born at the time, and thev take a 

[i4Jt IJ| insf act IV it IC^ 

I wi^ncn art even im mlwn of our Ik mid 


* * Mm (Km thev wdl go when we pau away 

Amlu- Hu Ik it Honorary President 
( limiun hi aft th' (a Sauh President 
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Introduction: 


Schipol, as many accounts from Marauder Men 
will confirm, was one of the most heavily defended 
airfields that the Germans held during WWII. 

This account is by an "amateur historian of the 
airwar over Holland during WWII." Rob van 
den Nieuwendijk, documents B-26 Missions 
against this airfield. The following is from an OCR 
scan that is considered quite accurate. 


DECEMBER 1994 

Schiphol 

G.A.M. van den Nicuwcndijk 

1 enjoy receiving and reading Marauder Thunder 
very much - it reflects interesting aspects of the 
history nl the H26 a bomber with a tremendous and 
(almost) forgotten past; the B26 MHS does a great 
job by preserving and projecting the history of the 
Marauder in all aspects. 
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As an amateur historian of the ainvar over Holland 
during WWII I became interested in the aspects 
and effort of the B26 raids on Amsterdam/Schiphol 
airfield in autumn 1943. After years of researching 
these attacks - the most feared by the Marauder- 
Men, as this airfield was the most heavily defended 
German A/D in NW Europe -1 had the opportunity 
to write down the events. This resulted in "Doelwit 
Schiphol; De Amerikaanse aanvallen op de 
vliegbasis Schiphol in het najaar van 
1943" ("Target Schiphol; The American raids on 
Schiphol airfield in autumn 1943"). This 
interesting and handsome book (200 pages and 
over 100 never published photos) is the very first 
publication which zooms in all aspects of the 
Marauder attacks on this airfield on 29 July 1943, 3 
October 1943, 3 November 1943 and 13 December 
1943. 

Therefore 1 was surprised reading Kenneth J. 
Brown’s story "Just one Mission" in Marauder 
I hunder (VoL2 , no. 4 of October 1994). Just as an 
coincidence today it is 51 years ago that 200 
Marauders attacked this very important German 

airfield and put it out of action for the rest of the 
war, 

fhe very first attempt destroying Schiphol by the 
Marauders was on 29 July 1943. Nr. 323 Bonib 
< iroup detailed 18 Marauders, but due to improper 
landfall "Ymuiden" this mission was canceled. The 
next mission was on 3 October 1943. Nrs. 322 and 
323 Bomb Group detailed 36 planes each and 
^ bombed target with fair results. Various Me-I09's 
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of IL/Jagdgeschwader 3 (stationed at Schiphol) 
made attacks on the B26's. Escorting Spitfires did a 
good job: various Me-!09's were claimed as 
destroyed. All allied aircraft returned home safely. 

On 3 November 1943 nrs. 322, 3Z3, 386 and 387 
Bomb Group detailed 18 aircraft each. After a 
frightful bomb-run, during which Bugs Bunny, 
piloted by Capt. Anthony Geiser (323 Bomb Group 
and 456 Bomb Squadron) was directly hit by flak, 
Schiphol was bombed by 65 Marauders. Due to the 
heavy flak, the results were poor; only 7 bombs in 
target area, on the route out the Me-109’s of 
ll./Jagdgeschwader 3 attacked the Marauders 
again. In dogfights with Spitfires "mainly of the 
Canadian Digby Wing) a total of 13 were 
destroyed, 2 probably destroyed and 2 damaged. 

01 these the Marauders claimed: 3 destroyed, 1 
probably destroyed and 1 damaged. Actual German 
losses: 7 Me-109's lost over Northsea and 
Zandvoort area. The Luftwaffe lost Major Kurt 
Brandle, leader of ll./Jagdgeschwader 3, a German 
ace with 180 victories and over 650 combat 
missions - a heavy blow for the Luftwaffe. This 
attack was discussed on high level in order to 
prevent further heavy losses and defend the Reich. 

After poor results on 3 November 1943 the next 
attack U:r. sui un IlTKTI i Nrs. 322, 

*3®^ 386 anti 387 Bomb Group detailed 54 planes 
each - a total of 216 (maximum effort); the largest 
number detailed by B26'S to one single target rill 
that date. Each B26 carried 4 x 1000 lb GFs, The 
allack was planned in three waves. Nr. 98 Combat 
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of 1 L/iagdgcschwader 3 (stationed at Schipho!) 
made attacks on the B26’s. Escorting Spit tires did a 
good job: various Me*l09's were claimed as 
destroyed. AN aJJied aircraft returned home safely. 

On 3 November 1943 nrs. 322, 3Z3, 386 and 387 
Bomb Group detailed 18 aircraft each. After a 
frightful bomb-run, during which Bugs Bunny, 
piloted by Capt. Anthony Geiser (323 Bomb Group 
and 456 Bomb Squadron) was directly hit by flak, 
Schipho) was bombed by 65 Marauders. Due to the 
heavy flak, the results were poor; only 7 bombs in 
target area, on the route out the Me-109's of' 

11./Jagdgeschwader 3 attacked the Marauders 
again. In dogfights with Spitfires "mainly of the 
Canadian Digby Wing) a total of 13 were 
destroyed, 2 probably destroyed and 2 damaged. 

Of these the Marauders claimed: 3 destroyed, 1 
probably destroyed and 1 damaged. Actual German 
losses: 7 Me-109's lost over Northsea and 
Zandvoort area. The Luftwaffe lost Major Kurt 
Brandle, leader oflL/Jagdgeschwader 3, a German 
ace with i 80 victories and over 650 combat 
missions - a heavy blow for the Luftwaffe. This 
attack was discussed on high level in order to 
preveni further heavy losses and defend the Reich. 


After poor results on 3 November 1943 the next 
attack was set on 13 December 1943. Nrs. 322. 
323, and 387 Bomb Group detailed 54 planes 
each - a total ol 216 (maximum effort); the largest 
number detailed by B26’S to one single target till 
that date, lath B26 carried 4 x 1000 lb CPs. The 
attack was planned in three waves. Nr. 98 Combat 
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Wing (nrs. 322 and 386 Bomb Group) attacked 
with 72 planes first at 14.36 hour" - aiming on the 
intersection of the two runways. The flak was 
intense, accurate and hot. Nr, 99 Combat Wing 
(nrs. 323 and 387 Bomb Group) carried out the 
second attack with 72 aircraft at 14,53 hours. 1 he 
"Raunchy Pascal" of 323 Bomb Group and 455 
Bomb Squadron, piloted by I/Ft. Piper, was hit by 
ilak and last seen over the Northsea, losing height 
rapidly. The entire crew is stif! missing, for the 
third and last attack all lour Bomb Groups 
participated with 18 planes each from 15.04 hours 
the Marauder Men bombed target. 386 Bomb 
Group, led by Maj. Sherman Beaty o£ 5S5 Bomb 
Squadron, was the last unit over Sc hi phot. Flak 
was extremely heavy deputy ('apt. Raymond 
Sanford in "Hell’s Fury' 1 was directly hit and 
crashed in Amstelveen/Aalsmeer, The entire crew, 
except Sanford, lost it’s life. San lord was wounded 
and taken POW and survived the war. 

Some German lighters had tried to attack the 
bombers, but their reaction was weak. In combats 
with Polish 306 and 315 Squadrons one Spitfire 
was shot down for two claimed destroyed German 
fighters. I he results of this raid were devastating. 

In 30 minutes about 780 1000 lb GP's had been 
dropped on Schiphol's runways: the heart of the 
airfield. It was pul out o" action for the rest of the 
war. 1 he Ilak damage had been high: nr. 322 Bomb 
Group had 5( ) planes of target, of which 34 and 
damage category A and one crash landed B26. Mr. 
^23 I lorn h t iroup had 52 aircraft over target of 
w inch 15 had damage category A, 10 had AC, l 
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